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"FlyingSaucer"Sky PhenomenonCausedByPlanet?

SYDNEY: Captain Gordon
Savage,the pilotwho reporteda
"flylng saucer" near Canberra
yesterdaymorning,said last night
that he firstthoughtit mightbe
a Russianplane,but he is con-
vincednow that the red and white
alternating lightshe saw were a
phenomenoncaused by the planet
Venusrisingon the horizon.

Captain Savageand FirstOf-
ficerF. E. Hastilowwere flyinga
DC3 freighter from Brisbane to
Melbourne,and near Canberra
wereturningbackto Sydneybe-
cause Essendonwas temporarily
closed,whentheysaw lightsto
the cast at 3.25 a.m.

In an officialreportto his com-
pany First OfficerHastilowsaid,
the white light

alternated

at 15
seconds intervalto a red light.

They were flying at 3000ft.,and
the lightswere abovethem,ap-
pearingsome distanceaway and
movingin the same northerly

direction at considerably faster
speed.

CaptainSavageclimbedto 5000
ft to geta betterlook.Theobject

drew away and eventually dis-
appeared, but when the freight-

er's navigationlights were turned
off strangelightsahead reappear-

ed.
Replyingto a radioqueryfrom
the freighter Mascot controltower
saidno otherplanewas in the
vicinity. LaterMascottowerpick-
ed up an

unusuallightin theeast.

Askedlast nightwhy he had
turnedoff his navigationlights,
CaptainSavagesaid:"At that

timeI was quiteconvinced

it was
someforeignobjectin the sky.I
thoughtit mightbe some other
aircraftthatdid not wantme to
see him. I

immediately thoughtof
a Russianplanethat mightbe
havinga lookroundour

coastline.

I turnedtowardsit and triedto
chaseit but it

disappeared."

CaptainSavagesaid he ruled
outhisfirstbeliefthatthelights

cam froma planet becausehe
couldsee no otherstars,and be-
lievedthe nightto be

cloudless.

He
later learnedtherewas high cir-
rus cloud hiding the other stars,

whileVenusrose from the hori-
zon."Witha glareof lighton the
blackbackground

it was
impossible

to tell the
distance.

I couldonly
compare it with aircraft navi-
gation lights."
CaptainSavagesaidthathe was
sure for abouttwo hoursafterhe
landed that he had seen "some
foreign object."He was now quite
satisfied

thatit was the planet

Venus.
He-had reportedthe objectas a
"flyingsaucer"for wantof a bet-
ter term.He did not believein
flying saucers.
First OfficerM. Porteous,ANA
pilotsaidlastnightthathe had
logged a similar phenomenon

about5 am on March13 while

flyingbetween Cedunaand Ade-
laide,on the

Perth-Adelaide

run.
Therewas a

fantastic displayof
lightgreenand red

alternating

lights untilthe planetroseabout
15 degreesabovethe horizonand
the lightsdisappeared.

It had
been

established
as the planet

Venus.
The navigator was "starshoot-
ing"at thetime,andtheplanet

was plotted.
No reporton yesterday'smystery

has been made to the Department

of Civil Aviation. The depart-

ment's Acting Superintendentof
Accident Studies(Mr W. L. Milne)
said: "ThelasttimeI saw a 'fly-

ing
saucer'

I was on my way
home from an RAAF mess."



Warwick Daily News (Qld. : 1919 -1954), Saturday 27 May 1950, page 4 (2)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article190474027

home from an RAAF mess."


